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Cougar Band Spring Newsletter
We have so much to celebrate and be thankful for!!
Parents and Students:

In January, the 45 Cougar Band members who made the All-Region Band attended their Clinic and Concert weekend.  The students did a fabulous job, rehearsing for only 7 hours before performing a concert that Saturday night.

The Clark Bands competed once again at the UIL Band Contest.  Congratulations to the Clark Concert Band for earning a Superior Rating on stage at the UIL Band Contest!  Congratulations to the Clark Honor Band for earning a Superior Rating in both the Concert and Sight Reading portions of the UIL Band Contest!  Congratulations to the Clark Symphonic Band for earning a Superior Rating in both the Concert and Sight Reading portions of the UIL Band Contest! This is the 7th year in a row that the Clark Symphonic Band has earned this honor.

The Clark Bands competed at the Murchison Band Contest.  Congratulations to the Clark Concert Band for earning a Superior Rating on stage at the Murchison Band Contest!  Congratulations to the Clark Honor Band for also earning a Superior Rating on stage as well as being the “Outstanding Band” in their division at the Murchison Band Contest!  Congratulations to the Clark Symphonic Band for earning a Superior Rating on stage, winning the “Outstanding Band” in their division and being named “Outstanding Band of the Day” at the Murchison Band Contest!  We are so proud of all of you!!
In May, the Cougar Band attended the Frisco ISD Solo & Small Ensemble Contest, at Roach Middle School.  Soloists were required to perform with a piano accompanist on a challenging solo.  The Judges awarded one of the following ratings (not rankings) to each soloist or ensemble; I, II, III, IV, or V.  A First Division (I) = Superior Performance; a Second Division (II) = Excellent Performance; (III) = Fair Performance; (IV) = Less than Fair Performance; (V) = Poor Performance. 

Of the 150 Clark Middle School student entries, 127 were judged to be First Division or Superior rating and received an award medal, and 22 were judged to be Second Division or Excellent!  7 students received awards as one of the best player in their room for the day!!  Our Euphonium Quartet also received an award as one of the best groups of the day.  Congratulations to these students for their hard work and accomplishments! 
We are pleased to announce that we expect to add 167 beginning band students for next year!  The Cougar Band could have 340+ members in grades 6-8. We will have three 7th & 8th grade bands for next fall.  The Bands are based on ability.  They are the Concert, Honor and Symphonic Band.  We are pleased to announce that John Timpani will join us as the new full time assistant.  His responsibilities will include the Concert Band, 6th grade Bassoon, French Horn, Oboe, and Trumpet students.
Upgrading:  This is a great time to consider trading in the old beginner instrument for a “step up” instrument that will give your child an equal advantage in May and in competitions next year.  By their second year of playing, all students are ready for an instrument that is a “bigger bore” (brass diameter) or higher quality instrument.  Please contact a Band Director for assistance in finding one of these instruments or for advice before purchasing an instrument.  We want to insure that you are receiving a good deal on the instrument and that the brand is worth the money.  Don’t buy new! We have had a lot of success finding good used “step-up instrument” for hundreds less.  If your family would have to make a choice between buying a new instrument OR taking private lessons…choose private lessons!
Important: If you are renting an instrument from a music company, do not “Trade-in” your instrument towards a new instrument; merely “Turn it in.” This is because according to your rental contract, if you “trade in” your instrument on a new one, you MUST pay RETAIL price for the new instrument.  If you just turn in the instrument like it was “rented” all along, you can then take advantage of the discounted prices (20-25% LESS than retail).  In most cases, it is a far better deal than to “trade-in” on the new instrument.  Also, don’t let the music stores sell you a “knock off” brand saying that it is “Just as Good” (Remember the old “Just as good as a Xerox” commercials?).   It is the professional recommendation of the private lesson staff, Mr. Katz and Ms. Powell that the following instruments are those of the best quality, and it is the last instrument you will ever need. 

Flute (open hole) Emerson 8B, Jupiter “DiMedici” 911, Sonare , Altus 907, or Lyric I or II
Clarinet Buffet R13 (USED) --The original R13, not the R13 “Limite”
Alto Saxophone Selmer S80 – Series II or Series III (USED)
Trumpet Bach S180-37 “Stradivarius” in Nickel-Silver (USED)

Trombone Bach 42 BO or Conn 88HO (NEW or USED)




 
*FYI: Your band directors DO NOT receive compensation of ANY kind for recommending certain instruments, brands, or music stores!   
Auditions are being held starting Tuesday, May 25th.  This is when the current 6th and 7th graders will compete for spots in one of three bands.  Each student is expected to perform a piece of music that they already received; play 2 of 8 scales, plus chromatic scale, and sight-read.  The students will receive the results in a letter placed in their locker.  Band placement is determined by ability.  Earning a spot in the band does not ensure that a student will remain in that band for the year, however.  Promotions and demotions are at the discretion of the director and maybe instituted at any point in the year.
Summer Lessons:  We strongly encourage you to take summer lessons!!!  Lessons throughout the summer are far more valuable to a student’s educational development than only going to a summer camp for one week.  It is a wonderful way to give them an opportunity to continue to develop their skills throughout the summer.  While other students are taking the summer off, your child can catch up, or stay ahead of the curve.  They will be offered throughout the day starting on Tuesday, June 15th.  Please speak with your lesson’s teacher to set up a schedule.  The private teachers understand that families take vacations during the summer.  Unlike most childcare providers who you have to pay even when you (or they) are on vacation, you only pay for the private lessons you schedule.  Just let the private teacher know ahead of time what week(s) you will be out of town and you will NOT be charged for those lessons.  Go to Clarkband.org/ private-lessons for details.
Summer Band Camps:  Over the next few weeks we will be providing information regarding the various Summer Music Camps offered by a number of Texas universities.  Band Camps are week long camps where the students play in bands, work with nationally recognized conductors and band directors, take master classes and private lessons, attend concerts and seminars, and have lots of fun with the various activities the university provides.  This is a great way for your child to experience individual and small group help from some of the best musicians in the world.  It is also a wonderful time to reintroduce the instrument during the summer and dust off some of the rust.  The week culminates in a Saturday concert of the music rehearsed during that week.   Most of our students attend any of the following summer camps: Baylor University, Univ. of Texas at Austin, Univ. of Texas at Arlington, and Texas Tech.  Go to Clarkband.org for details.  Tuition for on-campus housing (includes room, all meals, & all instructional and social activities) runs anywhere from $350-$500 for the week.  For those students who may have friends or family living near one of these universities, they do offer an off campus tuition at a greatly reduced rate.  These camps are highly effective in propelling students forward in their musical ability and excitement for music!

Summer Jazz Camp: Collin County Community Campus is a wonderful day camp that allows students to work with professional Jazz musicians from July 18th – 23rd.  Go to Clarkband.org for details.
Floot Fire: If you are a Flute player and have interest in attending a local day camp, then Floot Fire is a great one for you.  Located in Plano, this camp provides students with multiple performance opportunities, working with some of the best Flute teachers in the country.  Go to http://www.flootfire.com for details
Clarinet Solutions:  If you are a Clarinet player and have interest in attending a local day camp, then Clarinet Solutions is a great one for you.  Clarinet Solutions will be held from June 21st – 25th.  Located in Allen, this camp provides students with multiple performance opportunities, working with some of the best Clarinet teachers in the country.  Go to Clarkband.org for details.
Clark Summer Jazz:  We have Summer Jazz starting Tuesday, June 15th!  Our first performance will be Friday, August 13th.  Jazz Bands will meet from 12:00 -1:00pm.  If there is enough interest, then we plan to have two jazz bands this summer.  If you are going to be out of town and miss a week just let us know.  
IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS:

Hurricane Harbor:  The deadline for your payment was Friday, May 7th.  Please make the check out for $32, payable to the Clark Band.  On Monday, June 7th, we are meeting at Clark at 9:00AM, leaving at 9:15AM and returning by 7:30PM.  Go to Clarkband.org for details.  Contact Janet Hilton at jmhilton@jcpenny.com.
If you have ANY questions about all that we have covered, please e-mail us at KatzB@friscoisd.org or call us at 469-633-4621.  BE SURE TO CHECK CLARKBAND.ORG this summer!!
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